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Abstract

QUASAR (QUality Assessment of software-intensive System Architectures and their Requirements) is a method for
independently assessing the quality of a system's architecture and the architecturally-significant requirements
that both drive the architecture and against which it should be assessed. QUASAR was developed on the F-35
Lightning II Joint Strike Fighter Program as a way of verifying contract compliance with major architecturally-
significant requirements. QUASAR is based on the concept of a quality case, which is an organized way for
requirements engineers and architects to demonstrate to the assessment team that their requirements and
architectures have sufficient quality. QUASAR requirements and architecture quality cases consist of the
developer's claims that their requirements and architecture have sufficient quality, their clear and compelling
arguments for why the contracting agency should believe these claims, and the contractor's evidence supporting
their arguments.
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