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Technology, & Logistics (SOF AT&L), United States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM). The
MCS/COP is SOF AT&L’s first program to utilize the DoD’s Software Application Pathway. MCS/COP is at
the midway point of developing its Minimum Viable Capability Release (MVCR), scheduled for May 2022.
The system will enable Command and Control by harnessing a suite of Collaborative tools enabling
Global Situation Awareness for Special Operations Forces (SOF) from the strategic to tactical level.
MCS/COP is SOF’s door to Joint All Domain Command and Control (JADC2) and will serve as the nexus for
many other SOF Software Applications.

MAJ Leininger is the recipient of the 2021 Defense Acquisition Workforce Individual Achievement Award
in the Software category. Prior to serving as the APM for MCS/COP, MAJ Leininger served as the Deputy
PEO for the recently established PEO SDA. He oversaw the drafting of USSOCOM’s Software Acquisition
Policy and the transition of multiple programs to the DoD’s Software Acquisition Pathway. Prior to
serving in various positions within PEO SDA, MAJ Leininger held APM positions in PM Special Forces
Training Systems at PEO Simulation Training and Instrumentation and PM Mission Equipment (Aircraft
Survivability Equipment) at the Technology Application Program Office. Before transitioning to the Army
Acquisition Corps, MAJ Leininger served as an AH-64D Apache Command Commander and Platoon
leader.

“l do not have a software engineering background, but what | do have is a background in SOF
acquisitions. The foundations of the Software Acquisition pathway, namely speed, agility, and a focus on
the User, are very similar to how we do business in SOF Acquisitions” MAJ Leininger Said. “I think this
has made USSOCOM'’s adoption of this process natural.” MAJ Leininger added, “The creation of PEO SDA
and our push to get the right talent in place to execute programs will be key moving forward.”

Online Communities MAIJ Leininger Holds a B.S. in Criminal Justice from the University of Central Florida and an M.B.A from
DevSecOps CoP Embry Riddle Aeronautical University. He is Level Il DAWIA certified in Program Management, holds a
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Latest Software
Developments

Past editions of this
newsletter are at:
https://www.acg.osd.mil/ae/#
/acquisition-approaches-
management

Software Pathways
Applications & Embedded

Most Recent Software

Pathway Adopters
GAP SOCOM
JCW USMC
ePS NAVY
FLINT NAVY
TRACKER NAVY
LCV-TE USMC
AOC USAF
ADCP USAF
C2IMERA USAF
Mod & Sim USAF
T&G USAF
IEWTPT ARMY
RCV ARMY
OWT ARMY
TSS/TMT ARMY
UP USAF
MED-COP DHA
DCGS-SOF SOCOM
SOF DE SOCOM
Catapult DTRA

Our Mission
As part of Section 869 of
the FY19 NDAA, Congress
directed that a Community
of Practice (CoP) be
established to support the
Agile pilot program
knowledge sharing and
cultural transformation.
“CoP News" was created to
bring together the software
development community by
highlighting Agile software-
relevant news, information,
policy, publications, events,
and lessons learned.
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Ask an Expert

O O

Question: “I have heard that there is an update to the SWP requirements document that recently went
into effect. Is the CNS still in effect or does it need to be updated?”

Answer: Joint Staff/J8 in partnership with USD(A&S)/AE recently updated the JCIDS Manual (30 Oct
2021) to include a new Software Initial Capabilities Document (SW-ICD). This is the result of a
collaborative effort with the Services. The new SW-ICD is the requirements document for software
development that has Joint equities. It is a hybrid of the legacy IS-ICD (IT Box) and the SWP’s Capability
Needs Statement designed to capture the overarching capability requirements in a streamlined 10 page
or less document with shorter Joint Staff validation timelines. Software programs without Joint equities
may use the Capability Needs Statement or SW-ICD per their Service requirements processes and
policies. More information on the details will be published soon.

Software in the News
DoD’s Office of Acquisition and Sustainment Announces 2021 Defense Acquisition Workforce
Award Winners: https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/Article/2847489/dods-office-of-
acquisition-and-sustainment-announces-2021-defense-acquisition-w/

Defense Innovation Unit Publishes Responsible Al Guidelines: Read about the Department’s new
Responsible Al Guidelines: https://www.defense.gov/News/News-
Stories/Article/Article/2847598/defense-innovation-unit-publishes-responsible-ai-guidelines/

DevStar for B-21 Design, Build, Sustainment: Catch up on how advanced software development will
more efficiently integrate weapons on future aircraft:
https://breakingdefense.com/2021/06/devstar-for-b-21-design-build-sustainment/

Defense Official Testifies about DoD Information Technology and Cybersecurity Efforts: Catch up
on DoD CIO John Sherman’s testimony:
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2678059/defense-official-testifies-about-
dod-information-technology-cybersecurity-effor/

NIST Publishes New Definition of Critical Software: The National Institute of Standards and
Technology released a new definition of critical software in response to President Biden’s Executive
Order: https://www.meritalk.com/articles/nist-publishes-new-definition-of-critical-software-for-

cyber-eo/

JAIC Driving More Al Capabilities to Where DoD Needs Them: Read about how the JAIC is
contributing to the Department’s Modernization: https://federalnewsnetwork.com/cme-event/ask-
the-cio-joint-artificial-intelligence-center/

Outreach Events
All Day Dev Ops Event: DoD SW Pathway Lead Sean Brady presented to a global audience as to how
DoD is approaching DevSecOps adoption and delivering a DoD DSO Organizational Playbook focused
on Change Management that prescribes a people-centric design to DSO ecosystems.
https://www.alldaydevops.com/2021-schedule

Calendar

November: DAU 11/10: Let’s Talk Agile Series — Army Software Factory — By Soldiers, for Soldiers
https://www.dau.edu/events/Lets-Talk-Agile-Webinar-Army-Software-Factory-By-Soldiers-For-Soldiers
December: DAU 12/08: Let’s Talk Agile Series — Intel for the Win https://www.dau.edu/events/Lets-Talk-

Agile-Intel-for-the-Win
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