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OVERVIEW
A technical evaluation is an in-depth assessment and validation of an offeror’s proposal by the Government during the acquisition process.

DISCUSSION
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2][bookmark: LOC_P429_76868]The requirement for technical evaluations is in the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR).  A technical evaluation is not an evaluation of dollar amounts, but rather the information behind the dollar amounts.  The FAR 15.404-1(e) – Proposal Analysis Techniques states, that at a minimum, the technical analysis should examine the types and quantities of material proposed, the labor mix and number of labor hours proposed, along with any other data that may be pertinent (e.g., amount of required travel) to an assessment of the offeror’s ability to accomplish the technical requirements.
· For some commercial acquisitions the technical evaluation may only have to assess how well the proposed product/service meets the Government’s need if the requirement was adequately defined.  For more complex acquisitions the technical evaluation may have to follow specific criteria the Government outlined in the solicitation.
· The FAR 15.404-1(a) specifies that the objective of proposal analysis is to ensure that the final agreed-to price is fair and reasonable.  Technical evaluations are part of proposal analysis.

SUMMARY
A technical evaluation is an appropriately written narrative assessment of an offeror’s proposed approach and technical capability to accomplish an agency requirement.  The technical evaluation should examine and document the analysis of the proposed labor, materials, and other pertinent data.  The objective of the technical evaluation is ultimately to assist the contracting officer in determining that the proposed cost/price is fair and reasonable.

TRAINING RESOURCES
· 50 CONS – Customers’ Acquisition Community of Practice (CoP) (Step 6: Solicitation/Evaluate Offers):  https://www.my.af.mil/afknprod/ASPs/docman/DOCMain.asp?Tab=0&FolderID=OO-PK-SP-05-13&Filter=OO-PK-SP-05 
· 50 CONS – Customers’ Acquisition Process, Step 6 – Evaluate:  https://wwwd.my.af.mil/afknprod/DocView.asp?DocID=1173861
· Proposal Analysis Techniques (FAR 15.404-1(e) – Technical Analysis):  http://farsite.hill.af.mil/reghtml/regs/far2afmcfars/fardfars/far/15.htm#P429_76868 
· AFSPC/A7KP – Technical/Functional Checklist:  https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/AFP40/d/1075178090/Files/editorial/AFSPCChecklistTechnicalEvaluation20081101.doc?channelPageId=-1073755509&programId=986719
· ACC – One Hour Guide to Fact-Finding & Technical Evaluations (1996 Guide...still has great info on subject):  https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af/USAF/AFP40/d/1075940151/Files/5315/tech-eval.pdf
· 55 CONS – The Simplified Guide to Technical Evaluations:  https://wwwd.my.af.mil/afknprod/DocView.asp?DocID=1445624
· DCMA – Technical Evaluations Guide On-Line:  http://guidebook.dcma.mil/22/Guidebook-TSN/sections/index.htm?PE1
