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MEMORANDUM FOR COMMANDER, UNITED STATES CYBER  

    COMMAND (ATTN:  ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE) 
COMMANDER, UNITED STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

COMMAND (ATTN:  ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE) 
COMMANDER, UNITED STATES TRANSPORTATION  
    COMMAND (ATTN:  ACQUISITION EXECUTIVE) 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
     (PROCUREMENT) 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
     (PROCUREMENT) 
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
     (CONTRACTING) 
DEFENSE AGENCY AND DOD FIELD ACTIVITY DIRECTORS 

 
SUBJECT:  Release of Validation Response Schema Version 4.3.1 for Enterprise Data Standards 
 

Previously referred to as the PDS Validation Response, the Validation Response Schema 
is used in tandem with the Purchase Request Data Standard (PRDS), Procurement Data Standard 
and, with this new release, the Assistance/ Other Transactions Data Standard (ADS).  The 
Validation Response Schema provides transaction level system-agnostic business rule validation 
results across the Procure to Pay environment in accordance with Section 862 of the Fiscal Year 
2013 National Defense Authorization Act. 

 
This memorandum provides notice that Validation Response Schema Version 4.3.1 has 

been published.  Systems using previous versions of the schema must update to version no later 
than 15 November 2025 to ensure continuity of current business operations and to support the 
following new capabilities:  

• Support for validation of Assistance, Grant, and Other Transaction documents based on 
the Assistance Data Standard (ADS). 

• System to system data migration-specific elements necessary to preserve memory of data 
no longer captured in conformed representations of documents. 

• Administrative check (non-funds check) of PDS awards and mods via the Handshake 2 
Module to allow purchase request generating systems to ensure a proposed contract meets 
financial management requirements. 

• The <GroupIdentifier> element that was introduced in PDS v2.7 to simplify the 
identification and modification of information that applies to two or more-line items. 
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The artifacts applicable to Validation Response Schema Version 4.3.1, including all 
change logs, are available at the Contracting eBusiness Procurement Data Standard webpage. 

 
Questions and comments may be directed to  

osd.pentagon.ousd-a-s.mbx.dpc-cb@mail.mil. 
 
 
 
 

 John M. Tenaglia 
 Principal Director,  
     Defense Pricing, Contracting and  
 Acquisition Policy 
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