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SUBIJECT: Contracting with the AbilityOne® Program

A report issued by the Department of Defense (DoD) Office of Inspector General,
DoDIG-2016-097, “DoD Generally Provided Effective Oversight of AbilityOne Contracts,”
found that a small percentage of the DoD AbilityOne contracts reviewed were for products or
services not on the AbilityOne Procurement List at the time of contract award. In response to
this finding, contracting officers are reminded to follow the purchasing priorities of the Federal
Acquisition Regulation, Subpart 8.7.

The U.S. AbilityOne Commission, the Federal agency that administers the AbilityOne
Program, maintains the Procurement List of all AbilityOne products and services required to be
purchased by contracting officers. As part of the market research process and at the time of
contract award, contracting officials should check the Procurement List accessed at
http://www.abilityone.gov to determine whether a product or service is on the list. If the
required product or service is not on the Procurement List then the DoD customer may work with
the U.S. AbilityOne Commission to add it to the list through the Federal rulemaking process.
Further, questions concerning whether a product or service is on the Procurement List may be
submitted at e-mail address info@abilityone.gov.

To learn more about contracting with the AbilityOne Program and as part of the
continuous learning requirements for the contracting workforce, I recommend completing the
Continuous Learning Module 023, “AbilityOne Contracting,” which is offered on the Defense
Acquisition University website at http://icatalog.dau.mil/onlinecatalog/courses.aspx?crs_id=418.

My staff specialist for the above is Ms. Susan Pollack who may be co at 703-697-8336.
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