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SUBJECT: Guidance for Fluorine-Free Foam Usage and Accidental Releases on Military 
Installations and National Guard Facilities 

In accordance with the requirements in section 322 of the FY 2020 National Defense 
Authorization Act (NDAA), the Department of Defense (DoD) published a Military Specification for 
fluorine-free foam (F3) firefighting agents to replace the use of fluorinated Aqueous Film Forming 
Foam (AFFF) for use at military installations.  As qualified products become available for 
procurement, the Department is continuing efforts to transition from the use of AFFF to the new F3 
agents. This policy provides direction for the management of MILSPEC qualified F3 agents when 
they are used or released on military installations and National Guard facilities.  

During the transition period, both legacy AFFF and the new F3 agents may be used 
concurrently on military installations. DoD Components will continue to implement all response 
and reporting requirements for AFFF as directed per Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Energy, Installations, and the Environment memorandum, “Response and Reporting of 
Aqueous Film Forming Foam Usage, and Accidental Releases/Spills on Military Installations and 
National Guard Facilities,” dated April 7, 2022.  DoD Components will track the emergency use or 
release of F3 agents in accordance with their spill reporting procedures and other applicable policies, 
but reporting of F3 releases to the Office of the Secretary of Defense is not required. 

To ensure consistent actions are taken when F3 agents are used or released on a military 
location or National Guard Facility, the Components will:

• Use F3s for training personnel or testing of equipment only at designated training 
locations that have systems in place to prevent discharge of F3 agents to the 
environment (i.e., groundwater, surface water, soil).

• Follow existing spill response plans and procedures to contain and recover F3 
agents, to the extent practicable, after an emergency response or accidental release.
 

• Dispose of materials containing F3 agents in coordination with installation 
environmental staff.

dkluzik
Cleared



The point of contact for this guidance is Ms. Cristina Harvey, at 703-571-9067 or 
marcia.c.harvey2.civ@mail.mil. 
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