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Mr. Matthew [Matt] Kershner currently serves as the Deputy Director and Nuclear Surety Program
Manager within the Nuclear Surety and Exercise Program Directorate under the Office of the Secretary
of Defense for Nuclear Matters. In this role, he assumes responsibility for vital mission areas, which
encompass the assurance of the safety, security, control, personnel reliability, and transportation
aspects of nuclear weapons. Additionally, Mr. Kershner plays a key role in intelligence and threat
assessments, as well as nuclear physical security efforts.

Before joining OSD/(NM), Mr. Kershner held the position of Chief of the SOF Training Support
Branch at the Defense Threat Reduction Agency. In this capacity, he lent his expertise to the United
States Special Operations Command, aiding in the enhancement of their readiness to counter Weapons
of Mass Destruction through the implementation of realistic and intricate training and exercise
programs.

Mr. Kershner’ s career within the Department of Defense has been marked by a diverse range of
roles and experiences. He initially began as an Infantry Officer but subsequently transitioned into the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal career field, where he served on deployments to both Iraq and
Afghanistan. Later, he concluded his career as a Nuclear and Counterproliferation Officer, holding
positions at the Defense Intelligence Agency and the Defense Threat Reduction Agency.

Mr. Kershner’ s educational background includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Justice
from Appalachian State University and a Master of Art in Strategic Security Studies from the National
Defense University, College of Internal Security Affairs.



