
U N I T E D S T A T E S A I R F O R C E            

Col Dennis Trutwin is currently serving as Deputy Director, 
Nuclear Surety and Exercises, Office of the Secretary of Defense, 
at the Pentagon, Virginia.  In this role he is responsible for 
developing Department of Defense physical security standards for 
nuclear weapons, Nuclear Command and Control platforms and 
facilities, nuclear reactors and special nuclear material.  He serves 
as Chair of the Security Policy Verification Committee to refine 
Department of Defense security policy and collaborates with a 
variety agencies to strengthen the United States nuclear enterprise. 
Additionally, he oversees Department of Defense nuclear security, 
incident response and countering weapons of mass destruction 
evaluation programs.  He also Chairs the Physical Security 
Enterprise & Analysis Group (PSEAG) which is comprised of 
members from the Military Services and Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, with a complement of advisory personnel from the Office 
of the Secretary of Defense, Joint Staff, Defense Intelligence Agency, Department of Energy, 
National Nuclear Security Administration, and other federal agencies.  Col Trutwin is the Secretary of 
Defense’s representative to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization Joint Theatre Surety Management 
Group and administers the Department of Defense force-on-force nuclear security exercise program. 

EDUCATION: 
2003 Bachelor of Science, US Air Force Academy, Colorado Springs, Co. 
2008 Squadron Officer School, Maxwell AFB, Al. 
2010 Master of Security Management, American Military University, Charles Town, Wv. 
2016 Master of Military Studies, Air Command and Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Al. 
2020 Air War College, Maxwell AFB, Al., by correspondence 

ASSIGNMENTS: 
1. Oct 2003 - Sept 2006, Flight Leader, 347th Security Forces Squadron, Moody AFB, Ga.
2. Sept 2006 - Feb 2008, Flight Leader, 39th Security Forces Squadron, Incirlik AB, Turkey
3. Feb 2008 - Feb 2009, Operations Officer, 380th Expeditionary Security Forces Squadron, Al Dhafra, 

UAE
4. Feb 2009 - May 2013, Combat Aviation Advisor, 6th Special Operations Squadron, Hurlburt Field, Fl.
5. May 2013 - July 2015, Commander, 736th Security Forces Squadron, Andersen AFB, Guam
6. July 2015 - June 2016, Student, Air Command Staff College, Maxwell AFB, Al.
7. June 2016 - June 2018, Operations Action Officer, Headquarters U.S. European Command, Stuttgart-

Vaihingen, Germany
8. June 2018 - June 2020, Commander, 902d Security Forces Squadron, JBSA-Randolph, Tx.
9. July 2020 - June 2021, Chief, Nuclear Security Operations Branch, Headquarters US Air Forces 

Europe, Ramstein AB, GE
10. June 2021 - July 2024, Chief, Nuclear Security Branch, Security Forces Directorate, Headquarters US 

Air Force, Pentagon, Va.
11. July 2024 - Present:  Deputy Director, Nuclear Surety and Exercises, Office of the Secretary of 

Defense, Pentagon, Va.



SUMMARY OF JOINT ASSIGNMENTS 
1. June 16 - June 18, Action Officer, Headquarters U.S. European Command, Stuttgart-Vaihingen,

Germany

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS: 
Defense Meritorious Service Medal 
Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters 
Joint Service Commendation Medal 
Air Force Commendation Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters Joint Service Achievement Medal with oak leaf 
cluster 

EFFECTIVE DATES OF PROMOTION: 
Second Lieutenant - 28 May 2003 
First Lieutenant - 28 May 2005 
Captain - 28 May 2007 
Major - 1 October 2013 
Lieutenant Colonel - 1 April 2018
Colonel - 1 February 2025
(Current as of July 2025) 




